
 
  
 
 
September 2026 
 
Dear Riverchase Family, 
 
This month in worship, we’ve been talking about some of the “saints” who we’ve recognized for 
their faithful stewardship. Joan of the Cross ended up using her resources to take in orphans and 
the homeless. Oseola McCarty began washing other people’s clothes at age eight for pennies, 
but her savings are putting disadvantaged students through college. Their legacies carry on to 
this day, changing lives and offering inspiration. Yet, I’m confident that they would tell you that the 
ones who changed the most were themselves. 
 
Generosity is a curious thing. When we give altruistically, we believe that we are doing something 
for others. Yet in the end, we find that we’re the ones who have changed. This is not a promise of 
greater wealth to come, nor is this a transaction with God. What changes is our hearts. When we 
give generously, we take joy in the act of giving, and we celebrate the opportunity to support the 
church and the ministries that we love. We find peace in what we have offered. 
 
With faithful giving in mind, I ask that you take some time to be in conversation about your gift for 
2027 in the next few days. Have this conversation around your kitchen table and have this 
conversation prayerfully with God. Then, when you are ready, faithfully complete the enclosed 
card and bring it with you to worship on September 27 for Commitment Sunday. Or, if you prefer, 
bring it by the church office or drop it in the mail in the coming days. 
 
Like you, I look forward to seeing how God will continue to do wonderful things at Riverchase 
UMC in the coming year. I have no doubt it will be a special year for the ministries of our church. 
Lives will be changed - both our neighbors' and our own, through the gifts that we share. Thank 
you for your stewardship of all that God has entrusted to your care. 
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyler Christiansen 
 

 


